Progress Check

Passive Voice
I, II, III – Задания, обязательные для выполнения

IV*, V* - задания на дополнительную оценку

I. Jack can’t pass his English exam. Could you help him to correct the mistakes?

1. News is being published every month.

2. This task is already done by him.

3. The book was read by 4 yesterday.

4. Is your report made last week?

5. When the cake must be bought?

6. Will the doctor sent for tomorrow?

7. They can’t meet by me now.

8. At the moment she is talked to by the teacher.

II. Mary has a problem doing her homework. Please, help her to open the brackets using Passive Voice.

1. The story (tell) by us in 3 days.

2. Look! The dinner (cook).

3. When I phoned her, the film (watch).

4. Apples just (buy) by Daddy.

5. These flowers (grow) every summer by Granny.

6. The game (play) yesterday. 

7. His sister must nоt(take) by 5.

8. Their dog can (feed) on vegetables.

III. Are you good at translating from Russian into English? Let’s see.
1. Животных любят во многих семьях.

2. Эту работу сделали вчера мои друзья.

3. Его книгу принесут завтра.

4. Послушай! Они поют красивую песню!

5. О нем опять говорили в это время вчера.

6. Когда он пришел, фрукты еще не купили.

7. Тебя уже пригласили в театр?

8. Кабинет надо убирать каждый день. 

9. Можно сумку положить здесь?
IV.* Can you rewrite this e-mail in Passive Voice?

TO: BOB

FROM: ANN
Hello Bob,

 Thank’s  for your e-mail. I’ve already done everything and now I’ve some time to send you this message.

In the morning Daddy took me to the country. He came when Mum had already cooked breakfast. We ate together and started. We usually take our dog with us, but not today. I hope, we’ll bring him next week, he likes here so much! Maybe now Mum is walking him in the park. He is fond of going for a walk. Yesterday we had returned home earlier and at this time I was feeding him. 
That’s all for now. Write back soon.
Best wishes,

Ann
V. * Have you ever tried your hand at writing “object” stories? It’s high time to do this! Write a story of your favourite thing: it might be a favourite dress, jacket, pen, book – anything you want! Try to use Passive Voice (when necessary). 

(100-140 words)
The Secret to Simpler Short Story Writing: 
The Story Object

Written by Kyra Thomsen in Fiction Writing

The secret to any good short story is having that ‘a-ha!’ moment; the moment where everything comes together for the reader, where all the threads are tied up, and where they stop and say ‘damn, how did they do that?’ We’ve all had those moments as readers, but replicating that from the reverse side of the story, as a writer, is not easy. It was 19th Century American novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne who first said:

Easy reading is damn hard writing.”

It’s true. It is hard writing, and a lot of thought goes into it. But Hawthorne forgets to mention that there are ways to make it easier. In literary writing, that ‘a-ha!’ moment comes from discovering a deep, hidden meaning within the text. So how do you draw out that ‘hidden meaning’ within your short story; how do you write an ‘a-ha!’ moment without slaving over your story for hours?
The Story Object

This is my favourite way to start writing a story from scratch. The story object works first as a writing prompt, and then as the driving metaphor of your story. The writer chooses any object. Physical objects work best because the point is to actualise something conceptual, which grounds the higher meaning of your story in something very realistic.

The object is simply a tool to explore your characters and themes, and could be anything from a pair of eyes (like The Great Gatsby) to a setting or place like the house in Cloudstreet.

For example:

In my story ‘Mrs. Metkin’s Lemons’ featured in Kindling Volume I, I started with a lemon tree as my story object. From there I started to imagine scenes of the lemon tree in a suburban backyard and an elderly woman who picked the fruit. Suddenly I had a setting and characters.

Next, I used the lemon tree as a metaphor throughout my short story. The tree began to represent the sour marriage between the old couple, and I played with imagery to weave the lemon tree into the story until it was almost its own character.

By starting with an object and forming a metaphor around it, the writer can slowly build the story up with layer upon layer of subtext until the reader naturally discovers the metaphor and the hidden meaning, resulting in that ‘a-ha!’ moment.

